WARNING OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH
The Ministry of Health of the Czech Republic warns consumers against purchase and consumption of spirits with no clear and guaranteed origins. 
Spirits which are not labelled and not placed in original packaging, which have no control stamp or labelling complying with legal requirements on spirits labelling should not be purchased and consumed. 

The list of counterfeit spirits most commonly identified on the market of the Czech Republic is given in the Annex.
Information to Consumers
1. Is it possible to recognise methanol?

It is not possible to recognise methanol by the taste of a drink. Early symptoms are also not different from actual alcohol poisoning; at first they are pleasant (good mood, increase of self-confidence), later on headache and vomiting come. Affected persons have dilated pupils which do not react to the light. Methanol poisoning can be revealed by typical impaired vision – blurred vision, loss of a visual field, troubles with differentiating of colours, later on affected persons fall unconscious.

2. Does a first aid exist?

It is important to drink high-quality alcohol as soon as a suspicion of poisoning arises. 1- 2 decilitres of 40% alcohol drink (can be mixed with juice of water) should be taken as soon as possible. Then is it crucial to contact emergency health service as soon as possible. 

3. How is the poisoning treated?

Success of treatment depends on the time when it is started. Alcohol, which is used as an antidote, can be administered even for several days together with haemodialysis, i.e. artificial kidney treatment eliminating methanol and its toxic metabolites, which damage the retina and optical nerve, from the patient’s body. 

Annex: List of the counterfeit spirits most commonly identified on the market of the Czech Republic
